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35TH FAS ANNUAL CONGRESS 

THURSDAY, 16 NOVEMBER 2017, 7.00PM 

CRYSTAL BALLROOM, HOLIDAY INN SINGAPORE ORCHARD CITY CENTRE 

ADDRESS BY MR LIM KIA TONG, 

PRESIDENT, FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION OF SINGAPORE 

 

 

Introduction 

 

Council Members, Chairmen of S.League & NFL Clubs, Club Representatives, 

Affiliates, Friends of Singapore football, Ladies & Gentlemen. 

 

A very good evening, 

 

Welcome to the 35th Annual Congress of the Football Association of Singapore (FAS). 

 

1. The landscape and dimension in football management in Singapore started to 

change on 21st September 2015, when the FIFA Association Committee made a 

decision requiring FAS to amend its Constitution to provide for, in the main, the election 

of the office bearers. 

 

2. The practical journey for that real change started in November 2015 when 3 

FIFA and one AFC officials were in Singapore for a discussion with FAS on its 

Constitution. Finally on 29th April 2017, Singapore’s football saw FAS’ first elected 

Council of 15.  

 

3. There are many challenges in managing football in Singapore. Whatever the 

challenges, the Council’s job is to see how to manage and administer the game 

together with all stakeholders to bring, within available resources, football to 

commendable and respectable levels. 
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AGM to Congress 

 

4. In so far as a meeting of this scale is concerned, the first visible change is that 

the term “ Annual General Meeting ” has made way for the term “ Annual Congress 

”.  

5. I hope that the new professional layout for the conduct of the first Annual 

Congress after the election will bring you a new experience. I am sure that all Affiliates 

are properly and comfortably seated and are given the full recognition of your 

membership of the FAS. 

 

6. We are also pleased to have with us for the first time inside our Congress our 

friends from the media as observers. 

 

Changes in the areas of football 

 

7. In the areas of football competitions, we see some changes. 

 

Revamp of competitions 

 

8. We revamped the formats of both the National Football League and the 

Women’s Premier League this season. Both competitions now have a two-division 

format in order to provide greater playing opportunities for our footballers.  

 

9. For the NFL, we were able to increase the prize money this season. With the 

help of our new sponsor, Ajinomoto the clubs are able to enjoy some level of financial 

assistance. We will look for more sponsors for the NFL Clubs.  We also provided the 

clubs assistance in areas such as securing training pitches for the teams, sports 

nutrition workshops, and insurance coverage for players.      

 

10. The next phrase of help for the NFL Clubs, would be to help them improve on 

their administration and accounting of their clubs and to provide C Licence course for 

their coaches. The presence of ambulance and its crew at every NFL match has been 

the strict protocols and we will tighten the process to prevent any inadvertence. All the 

structures have led to an improved standard of play within the NFL this season. Save 
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for the pending case of players’ misconduct at the recent NFL 1 match, we are glad to 

note that there was only one disciplinary case dealt with by the Disciplinary Committee; 

a significant drop from five cases last season.  

 

Live streaming – Feb ’17 to 14th Nov ‘17 

 

11. We have also created more publicity for the NFL through weekly live-streaming 

of matches using the live-streaming platform that was introduced under the Asian 

Football Confederation ( AFC ) President’s Initiatives. A number of S.League, 

Women’s League  and U23 matches have also been shown live online. Since February 

2017 till 14th November 2017 the number of matches that were livestreamed are : 

 

i. 22 S.League matches with 249,335 views 

ii. 15 NFL matches with 164,756 views 

iii. 3 Women’s League matches with 35,840 views 

iv. 2 U23 national Teams matches with 162,946 views 

 

12. In total of there were over 612,877 viewers. The live-streaming of matches has 

helped us to reach out to a greater audience and generate interest in Singapore 

football.  

 

NFL team drawn to play Prime League Teams 

 

13. This season, we also saw NFL teams drawn with Prime League teams to play 

against each other from the beginning of the Singapore Pools FA Cup. At the Final 

that took place on 29 October 2017, NFL 1 side, Yishun Sentek Mariners FC and the 

Prime League team of Warriors FC played an exciting match in front of 2,075 fans. 

This change in competition format fosters a high level of competition amongst NFL 

and Prime League sides, and we are encouraged to see the teams perform well in the 

tournament. At the Final, the Warriors FC team which comprised players with an 

average age of 18 years beat the more seasoned Yishun Sentek Mariners FC.  
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Women’s Premier League 

 

14. As for the Women’s Premier League, the new two-division structure allows for 

greater participation and accommodates the growing popularity of women’s football in 

Singapore. The new teams joined the Women’s National League where they were able 

to compete on a more level playing ground. There is also the opportunity for them to 

be promoted to the Women’s Premier League, ensuring a healthy level of competition.  

 

S.League : 4 pillars  

 

15. Regarding the S.League, I can tell you that the Executive Committee’s 

members especially Vice Presidents Edwin Tong, Thavaneson and Hock Seng have 

worked extremely hard to see that the S.League will continue as a professional 

League. Although the funding issue has yet to be officially confirmed, the positive news 

that I am able to reveal is that the S.League will continue to be an important part of 

the football ecosystem come Season 2018 and the couple of years thereafter. Save 

for the possibility that the S.League may start a little later, there will not be a hiatus for 

one year as rumoured by certain quarters. We are in the advanced stage of discussion 

and we hope that we could make a positive announcement in the very near future.  

 

16. The management of the S.League must be revamped and the culture of the 

officials and the players of the S.League clubs must change. The message that no 

one will continue or even interested to fund any unattractive products must be clearly 

heard. In our proposed plans to justify the continued funding for the S.League for the 

next Season and a couple of years thereafter, we have come up with 4 pillars : 

 

i. Youth Development / focus : This involves inclusion of promising younger 

players competing in a professional league 

  

ii. Capability Development :  This will see a customised mechanism to deliver 

industry best practices in coach development and club administration 

 

iii. Cost efficiency: Shared services to maximise holistic support and to 

leverage on economies of scale. 



Page 5 of 10 
 

 

iv. Celebrate success : To win consistently and to develop a vibrant football 

culture in Singapore to enhance national life, strengthen social harmony and 

evoke the Singapore spirit. 

 

Capability development 

 

17. In the areas of capability development, we are looking specifically at how we 

level up the quality of coaching at all levels and bring quality coaching to the players. 

We also believe that we can do more in engaging the community and the schools. For 

example, currently we have about 3,000 kids playing football in schools. We aim to 

hit 13,000 by the year 2022. With more playing football, we hope the talent pool will 

get bigger and the future of football, especially for our National teams will be brighter. 

 

18. These are some of the probable changes once the funding issues are finalised 

for the next Season and the few years thereafter. It is important we move fast and 

collectively to make real changes that can create positive impact in the long run for the 

league and the national teams. We will reveal more details soon once we finalise the 

operational plans for the new season. 

 

National Training Centres 

 

19. With regards to having a facility where the various National Teams can train, 

this is a project which has been mooted for some years now. We have taken into 

account the needs and other considerations of our stakeholders. We are in ongoing 

discussions with Sport Singapore on this and are happy that the discussions have 

been positive and I believe that in due time, an announcement would be made.  

 

National Teams 

  

20. The past year has been a busy one for our various National Teams as they took 

part in several tournaments. The major competition for the ‘A’ National Team was the 

ASEAN Football Federation (AFF) Suzuki Cup where we were drawn with Thailand, 

Indonesia and host Philippines, while the Under-19 and Under-16 National Teams took 
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part in the 2016 ASEAN Football Federation (AFF) U-19 and U-16 Championships 

respectively.  

 

21. The ‘A’ National Team kicked off the 2019 AFC Asian Cup qualification third 

round campaign in March 2017.  While the current FIFA ranking – which is based on 

match results – is not favourable, the team has, in recent games, been playing with a 

more attacking style and we have seen instances where we came close to a win such 

as the 1-1 draw with Turkmenistan at home in September 2017. With one final game 

against Chinese Taipei next year, we look forward to your support for the team and 

wish them all the best. 

 

22. Results have not been ideal and we acknowledge that a lot of work needs to be 

done. We are putting in place systems that will help Singapore’s football progress in 

future. We may not see an improvement in the results immediately, but we believe that 

the results will show in due time and we ask for your patience.  

 

Other Key initiatives  

 

23. In the management of football, there are other initiatives which have been rolled 

out. 

 

Singapore Coaching School 

 

24. One of the key initiatives launched in FY2016 was the Singapore Coaching 

School. Coach development is one of the key priorities of the FAS. We want to produce 

a steady pipeline of well-qualified and highly-skilled coaches through the School to 

further enhance footballing standards in Singapore.  

 

25. In the past financial year, we organised six AFC Coaching courses and four 

FAS Grassroots Coaching courses. As of March 2017, we have 840 AFC-certified 

local coaches. 
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The Goalkeeper Academy  [ GAS ] 

 

26. The Goalkeeper Academy Singapore (GAS) is another project initiated last 

year.  There are currently 115 goalkeepers between the ages of 7-16 training at the 

Academy. To enhance goalkeeping standards, the Academy adopts the latest 

coaching methods from Europe to train and educate young local goalkeepers during 

weekly sessions led by FAS Goalkeeper Coach Frederic De Boever. Frederic was in 

September 2017 invited to give a presentation at the AFC Goalkeeping Coaching 

Tutors’ course to share the new approach Singapore has taken towards goalkeeper’s 

development. This is a valuable endorsement by the AFC as they recognise that we 

are heading in the right direction in terms of the values, vision and approach of the 

Goalkeeper Academy.  

 

27. We believe that the Singapore Coaching School and GAS represent steps in 

the right direction for Singapore football. Coaches and young goalkeepers in 

Singapore will benefit in the long term as they develop their technical abilities in 

coaching and goalkeeping from experienced instructors and coaches.  

 

Partnerships 

 

Sport Singapore (SportSG) 

 

28. In the management of football we work with many partners. We also partnered 

with Sport Singapore (SportSG) in March this year to form the new ‘Active Cubs’ 

Programme. The merger between the FAS Cubs Programme and the ActiveSG 

Football Academy allows us to reach out to more children and streamline the 

grassroots football programmes in Singapore.  

 

AFC 

 

29. At the Confederation level, a key partner in our footballing journey is the AFC, 

which has provided the FAS with tremendous support. The AFC assisted us in various 

projects such as the amendment of the FAS Constitution and the drawing up of the 

Electoral Code, as well as the review of the Great Eastern-Hyundai S.League.  
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 Official visit by President AFC 

 

30. On 4th November 2017, for the first time ever, we had an official visit by a 

President of the AFC. His Excellency Shaikh Salman bin Ebrahim Al Khalifa who 

introduced several President’s initiatives, including the Live-Streaming Platform which 

was mentioned earlier, met up with the Council.  

 

31. We were also happy to welcome AFC General Secretary, Dato Windsor John 

in June this year to discuss how the AFC could help support the FAS and develop 

Singapore football. The AFC very quickly sent consultants to Singapore to assist in 

the review of the S.League as that is one of our immediate priorities. We have since 

received their report, which has been very useful in our review. 

 

32. The visits by His Excellency Shaikh Salman and Dato Windsor John have 

cemented the strong ties that the FAS enjoys with the AFC, and we look forward to 

continuing and strengthening our positive relationship with them.  

 

Sports Hub Pte Ltd 

 

33. A key stakeholder that has great capabilities in generating interest in football 

and in bringing football to a high level is Sports Hub Pte Ltd ( SHPL ). We have always 

worked towards making the National Stadium, the football jewel of Singapore, the 

Home of the Lions. We had been making the overtures and had discussed with Sports 

Hub Pte Ltd for a couple of years on this concept. But it is not until Oon Jin Teik took 

over its leadership as the Chief Executive Officer that our dreams are no longer 

dreams.  A decisive and a sincere supporter of Singapore Football, Oon Jin Teik has 

come up with plans that, not only allow the Lions to call the National Stadium their 

Home but which will benefit the whole spectrum of the football ecosystem. I have 

invited him to share with all of you the plans that he and his team have crystallised for 

Singapore Football. He will reveal the happy news after my address. 
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Giving back to society 

 

34. As we seek to improve the standards of Singapore football, we also remain 

committed to giving back and creating a positive impact on the community.  

 

35. One of the main charity fundraisers we had was, in partnership with Singapore 

Pools, the Football With A Heart (FWAH) event in May 2016. We raised more than 

$500,000 at the event, and the funds were used to support beneficiaries including 

Kwong Wai Shiu Hospital, SportCares Foundation, WE CARE Community Services 

Limited and Disabled People’s Association.  

 

36. We also raised another $238,980 through the FAS Charity Golf Challenge held 

in July 2016, and the proceeds went towards the CARE United programme. 

 

37. The success of these fundraising events was only made possible with the help 

of our sponsors, and I would like to thank all donors, partners and participants for their 

generous contributions. We will continue in our fund-raising efforts and corporate 

social responsibility events to support the less privileged in society. 

 

Discipline in football 

 

38. It is also important for me to touch on the subject of discipline in football. It is 

an entrenched knowledge that discipline in sports including football is very important. 

Ill disciplined player or official will tarnish the image of a sport and no sponsor will want 

to be associated with him or the team or sport that he comes from. 

 

39. Last week, Singapore football witnessed a disgraceful event during a match. 

The altercation brought dishonour to the sport. I would like to clearly state that we have 

a zero-tolerance policy against such conduct and all parties bringing disrepute to the 

game will be held fully accountable. The FAS does not condone any ungentlemanly 

behaviour that taints the name of our sport. I hope that everyone can work together to 

preserve the integrity of this beautiful sport and play it beautifully. 
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Taking Stock 

 

40. The past year and this year has been challenging and things will continue to be 

challenging. It has been 6½ months since we have been elected into office. We have 

been working hard to improve further and under Dy President, Bernard Tan, measures 

have been taken to enhance the governance of the FAS and the wider football 

ecosystem.  

 

  41. The Council and I will continue to engage and take on board constructive 

opinions of all stakeholders as we aim to make a positive difference and work together 

towards our common goal of football excellence.  

 

42. I would like to take this opportunity to thank our partners and stakeholders, 

including fans, Ministries and agencies, sponsors, clubs and the media for their 

continued support of Singapore football. I would also like to express my appreciation 

to past and present ExCo and Council Members for their invaluable contributions in so 

many ways to help further raise the standards of local football.  

 

43. I would also like to thank the staff and management of FAS for their hard work 

and commitment despite the various constraints and challenges they have faced. Their 

hard work were rewarded when FAS was named by the Charity Council as a recipient 

of the 2016 Charity Transparency Award. 

 

44. It is now my pleasure now to invite Chief Executive Officer of Sports Hub Ppte 

Ltd to give us a briefing of our partnership.  

 


