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FIFA Referees Representation 
 

1. FIFA U-17 World Cup India 2017  

Daily training sessions, recovery sessions, match analysis, and working as a team – 

it is easy to assume about the preparations that players undergo for a tournament. 

But just like the players on the pitch, the men in black have equally rigorous training 

regimens in their preparation for any tournament. 

This is what the Singaporean refereeing trio of Muhammad Taqi Aljaafari bin Jahari, 

Edwin Lee and Ronnie Koh went through prior to their tournament, after FIFA 

appointed them in August as the only representatives from Southeast Asia to the 

FIFA U17 World Cup India 2017.  

The youth tournament which was held from 6-28 October in India for the first time, 

was the first FIFA tournament assignment for assistant referees Edwin and Ronnie, 

as well as Taqi’s first FIFA Under-17 World Cup. The trio had been officiating 

together at the international level since 2015, and made history as the first 

refereeing trio from Singapore at a FIFA World Cup tournament.  
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Pre-tournament seminar was essential as FIFA prepares the referees and assistant 

referees intensively, physically and technically for the U-17 World Cup. They were 

tested on integrated practical training sessions with the players on the field of play to 

simulate incidents in the actual game. Additionally, daily offside situational exercises 

were conducted for assistant referees where they obtained instant feedback from the 

decisions they made on the field of play.  

 

      

Top performances were expected from referees at this level. The regular three-hour 

training session in the morning proved to be vital in understanding the concept of modern 

refereeing that is expected from the Head of FIFA Refereeing Department, Massimo 

Busacca. This tournament also marked the first time female referees were involved in 

the matches as support referees. 
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The referees were fortunate to have Mr. M Ganesan, who also participated in the 

tournament, as one of the Fitness Instructors for all the referees. Ganesan shared 

with them his experiences and expectations from FIFA so as to give them advance 

physical and mental preparation during the training and tournament proper. The trio of 

referees officiated a total of two matches in the group stages and with a fourth 

official as Reserve Assistant Referee in the round of 16 matches. As shared by them, 

adapting to the high humidity level and extreme heat conditions was a challenge for 

them as well as other match officials in the tournament.  

 

  

First match as a trio between Mali and Turkey in Mumbai while France played Honduras 

in Guwahati in their second match.  

 

  

FIFA practices signed cards by each set of match officials after every match. 
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In the build up to the final matches of the tournament, Massimo Bussaca said the 

FIFA Refereeing Department was very happy with the performances of the match 

officials and they’re hoping that this will continue throughout the tournament.  

“We’re also very pleased that none of our referees or assistants have been injured. 

Rather than being down to luck, this is thanks to the training we’ve been doing every 

day for the past weeks,” he continued. “The tournament is very fast-paced, as the 

players are all at the highest level, so our officials need to be fit too. Yet, this still 

isn’t enough. The job isn’t just a matter of running, but also about working hard to 

understand each team’s tactics. Referees need to anticipate what will happen before 

the ball is played. Having said all that, mistakes can always happen. We’re human 

after all”, he said.  

A new chapter in the tournament’s history began on the final day of group matches 

when Switzerland’s Esther Staubli became the first female referee at the FIFA 

Under-17 World Cup India 2017 for the match between Japan and New Caledonia. 

While female refereeing has developed tremendously, these officials understandably 

sometimes lack experience. Being involved here in India was a big step forward. They 

have shown that the door is open, and both sides have benefited hugely from the 

experience. Moving forward, FIFA would need to keep giving these referees every 

opportunity to improve. 
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The tournament definitely provided the trio with a valuable and enriching match 

experience. The practices and experience that they had throughout this journey will be 

shared with referees in the local fraternity so as to enable every referee the 

opportunity to learn and develop new skills in the current modern refereeing context. 

Moving forward, the Referees Department is optimistic that this will not be the first 

and last representation of a refereeing trio. This is the beginning of a new era as we 

continue to develop potential and talented referees in the near future.    

 

Training sessions which ended with a casual photo with the fitness instructor 

 

FIFA Farewell Medals Appreciation 
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2. AFC Referees Recruitment 2017 

 

Refereeing development in Asia continues to progress as 41 football and 21 futsal 

referees gathered in Malaysia in early October for the 2017 Asian Football 

Confederation (AFC) Referees Recruitment courses which took place concurrently. FIFA 

Referees G. Letchman and Nathan Chan were among the participants in the earliest 

phase of the path leading to the AFC Elite Panel. The three-day course aimed to 

evaluate referees on their technical knowledge and physical condition to officiate high-

level matches, with classroom lectures to update the referees on the latest Laws of 

the Game amendments followed by an interactive practical evaluation and quiz. 

The participants’ fitness level was assessed in an official test during the course. 

Refereeing know-how, as well as their English and report writing skills, were examined 

through the analysis of actual match situations. 

In line with the AFC Vision and Mission of increasing the number of referees at the 

world-class level, the referees went through a mental preparation session and were 

reminded on the high demands of their role. 

Successful participants shall continue their journey into becoming AFC Elite Referees 

with the assessment of two matches at the top national level and, finally, their 

attendance at the 2018 AFC Elite Referees Selection Course. 
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3. FAS Nite 2017    

 

The Football Association of Singapore (FAS) commemorated its 125th anniversary with 

the FAS Nite on 27 November 2017. This event recognises all involved in the football 

fraternity who have come together to celebrate the milestone. There were many people 

who had played significant roles in the 125 years of footballing history and on this 

occasion, various individuals were acknowledged for their long periods of contribution 

towards the football family.  

Jeffrey Goh was awarded with the Special Achievement Award at the event. Currently 

a Referee Assessor and FAS Referees Committee Member, he has a refereeing career 

spanning 20 years. The pinnacle of it was his appointment for the 2010 FIFA World Cup 

in South Africa. The four-time S.League Assistant Referee of the Year (2007-2009 & 

2014) regularly officiated in FIFA and regional tournaments before his retirement in 

December 2016. He was also a FIFA Futsal Referee from 2002-2005.  

In conjunction with it, the event also presented awards to outstanding individuals from 

the 2017 S.League season. FIFA Referee Sukhbir Singh and FIFA Assistant Referee 

Edwin Lee won the FBT Referee of the Year and Hyundai Assistant Referee of the Year 

respectively. This recognition of players, team officials, match officials and other 

stakeholders who had performed well and contributed throughout the year marked the 

end of the 2017 S.League season.   
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4. AFC Elite Referees & Assistant Referees Seminar 2017 

 

The AFC Elite Referees and Assistant Referees commenced preparations for AFC 

Competitions in 2018 by attending a seminar which took place in Malaysia and the United 

Arab Emirates. 

144 participants gathered in Kuala Lumpur while 139 participants were in Dubai for the 

five-day seminar. 

The participants were divided into two groups per venue, with the first group kicking off 

the seminar from 20 to 24 November and the second from 26 to 30 November.  

Following its success last year, the seminar involved male and female participants. FIFA 

Referees Sukhbir Singh, Jansen Foo, Ahmad Aqasha, Abirami Naidu and FIFA Assistant 

Referees Edwin Lee, Ronnie Koh, Lim Kok Heng, Ong Chai Lee, Abdul Hannan, Manoj 

Kalwani and Rohaidah were selected to attend this auspicious Elite Referees’ seminar. 

AFC General Secretary Dato’ Windsor John, who opened the seminar, mentioned: “Our 

referees have continued to grace the biggest stages in world football, but we must never 

take our achievements for granted.” 

“There is a long road ahead, starting here with the preparation for the 2018 

competitions. I urge you to continue to sharpen and strengthen your skills as we aim to 

ensure another historic year for Asian refereeing.” 
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The programme consisted of two parts, theoretical and practical, and was conducted by 

AFC’s five top technical and two top fitness instructors in each venue. 

The referees went through various classroom sessions on match incidents, foul 

recognition, nutrition and injury prevention, integrity and competition matters. The 

latest Laws of the Game amendments were also revisited, and included a trivia and 

offside video test. 

As for the practical sessions, it consisted of the FIFA Fitness Test that participants 

must complete in order to be eligible for appointments in the new season. Their actual 

performances were also assessed through the instant feedback replay exercises and 

simulated match situations.  
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5. M-150 Cup 2017  

 

A total of six teams took part in the M-150 Cup 2017 which was held in Thailand 

last December. The tournament served as the teams’ preparation for the AFC U23 

Championship final round in January 2018. 

The six featured teams consisted of Under-23 sides from hosts Thailand, Myanmar, 

Uzbekistan, DPR Korea, Japan and Vietnam. 

Thailand was in Group B against Vietnam and Myanmar, while Group A was made up 

of Japan, DPR Korea and Uzbekistan. They competed in a round robin format where 

the top two teams advanced to the final.  

We are proud that FIFA Referee Ahmad A’qasha, and Assistant FIFA Assistant 

Referee Abdul Hannan, were among the group of match officials selected to 

represent Singapore. The duo officiated the match between Thailand and Japan 

where the former won by two goals to one, as well as the 3rd & 4th placing match 

between Thailand and Vietnam. 
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6. East Asian Football Championship Final 2017  

 

The East Asian Football Championship is a biennial tournament organised by the 

East Asian Football Federation (EAFF). The EAFF aims to develop and strengthen 

the game of football by raising its standard in the region to the world's top level 

and by playing a leading role in Asia.  

The final competition was held from 8 to 16 December, with hosts Japan, China 

PR, DPR Korea and Korea Republic competing for the men’s and women’s championship 

titles. Football fans were treated to heated games in the men’s competition, 

reflecting the good rivalry between Japan and Korea Republic, as both teams 

qualified for the 2018 FIFA World Cup Russia. This competition also served as a 

crucial opportunity for teams to prepare for the 2019 AFC Asian Cup qualification, 

which has entered into the final phase.  

FIFA Referee Muhammad Taqi, Assistant FIFA Referee Ronnie Koh and Rohaidah 

Nasir were among the selected match officials in the men’s and women’s 

championship. They officiated two matches in the week-long tournament where DPR 

Korea and Korea Republic were crowned champions in the women’s category and 

men’s category respectively.  
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7. International U-21 Thanh Niên Newspaper Cup 

 

The International U-21 Thanh Niên Newspaper Cup is an annual football tournament 

held in Vietnam. The tournament was officially launched in 2007 by Thanh Niên News 

in cooperation with the Vietnam Football Federation, with the aim of improving youth 

football in Vietnam and the region. Four teams participated in the tournament – hosts 

Vietnam, Myanmar, Thailand and Yokohama from Japan. In addition to improving the 

quality of football, the tournament also serves to develop referees locally and around 

the region. 

  

FIFA Referee G Letchman, was among the representation of match officials from 

Singapore for the 10 days’ tournament held in mid-December 2017. Due to his 

encouraging performances in the tournament, he was subsequently selected to officiate 

the final between Yokohoma U-21 and Vietnam U-21 where the former defeated the 

hosts to retain the title of the tournament. In addition, Letchman was also nominated 

as best referee of the tournament.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vietnam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thanh_Ni%C3%AAn
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vietnam_Football_Federation
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8. AFF Awards 2017  

 

The Referees Committee and the Referees Department would like to congratulate 

FIFA Referee Muhammad Taqi Aljaafari for being named AFF Referee of the Year 

2016 (Men) at AFF Awards 2017 ceremony which was held in Bali, Indonesia late 

last quarter. 

Taqi, who was appointed a Video Assistant Referee (VAR) at the FIFA Under-20 

World Cup Korea Republic 2017 and also the recent FIFA U17 World Cup India 

2017 along with FIFA Assistant Referees Edwin Lee and Ronnie Koh, was the third 

Singaporean to clinch the award. In 2013, former FIFA Elite Referee Abdul Malik 

Bashir won the AFF Referee of the Year 2012 (Men) award while in 2015, Rohaidah 

Bte Nasir won the AFF Assistant Referee of the Year 2014 (Women) award. We 

hope that more referees will continue to prosper and excel at the international level 

in the near future. 
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Referees Development 
 

 

1. Referees Development Programme 2017 

 

FAS Project Talent was launched in 2012 and subsequently renamed as the Referees 

Development Programme. 2017 marked the fifth batch of referees who have 

participated in this referees’ development initiatives. The objective of the project 

was to develop potential and talented young referees from the different refereeing 

category of classes with regards to their physical and technical aspects in order to 

attain and officiate higher level matches at the local and international arena. 

Based on the criteria stipulated, referees were being selected and put through a 

series of theoretical and fitness sessions throughout the year-long programme. The 

referees were assessed in their matches and required to take on the physical fitness 

test. An engagement and presentation session was organised for these referees on 

22 November 2017.  
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2. Referees Promotion Exercise and Registration Fitness Test 

 

Weekly fitness training sessions were conducted by fitness instructor T Aravinthan, 

who has been guiding the junior referees in their physical fitness preparation and 

development. These sessions, scheduled twice a week at Yio Chu Kang and Ang Mo 

Kio ITE Central, have been crucial in developing the fitness level of the junior 

referees especially from the category class 2 and 3 referees. As the sessions were 

open to everyone, fitness instructor T Aravinthan, who also steered the FIFA 

Referees and Assistant Referees registration fitness test, is optimistic and 

confident that more referees will attend the fitness sessions to improve and 

maintain their fitness level.  
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3. Referees Basic Course 

 

The 3rd batch of Referees Basic Course for this year was conducted from 23 to 26 

November 2017. A total of 25 participants signed up for the four-day course and 

were put through theoretical and practical sessions by qualified technical instructors. 

The sessions emphasised on the importance of understanding football refereeing, 

correct interpretation and application of the Laws of the Game. The latest laws of 

the game amendments were also emphasised by the instructors. Participants sat for 

the theoretical and physical fitness test at the end of the four-day course to assess 

their theoretical understanding and physical condition. 
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4. Junior Referees Workshop 

The FAS Referees Department paid a visit to Jurongville Secondary School to give 17 

students from the football co-curricular activity (CCA) a taster of what it was like being 

a match official at a Junior Refereeing Workshop on 31 October 2017.  

Secondary 2 and 3 CCA members were introduced to the Laws of the Game and were also 

given the opportunity to try their hand at being an Assistant Referee during a practical 

session. 

Secondary 2 student Muhammad Hanif reflected that after the workshop, he was able to 

gain a deeper appreciation of the role of referee. 

“I liked the practical session during the workshop where we had the chance to experience 

the role of the Assistant Referee in actual match situations and to understand making 

split-second decisions in the game was not easy,” he explained. 

Former AFC Elite Referee Abdul Malik, one of the two workshop instructors, was effusive 

in his praise for the participants, pointing out that they were very attentive and 

participated actively throughout the workshop. They also displayed talent when on the 

pitch during the practical exercises. 

Aimed at equipping the players with the basic knowledge and competency of refereeing in 

order for them to officiate at their intra-school or friendly matches, the FAS Referees 

Department also hoped that they would be able to instil in the boys an interest in match 

officiating in the near future. 
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5. FAS U-15 International Challenge Cup 

 

The FAS Under-15 International Challenge Cup returned for the second edition this 

year, with matches held from 25 November to 1 December 2017. The tournament 

saw three local sides – Singapore National U15, Singapore Sports School U15 and a 

Centre of Excellence (COE) Combined Team – taking on five foreign teams hailing 

from Australia, Japan, Malaysia, Mauritius and Vietnam. 

The preliminary round matches were played at the Singapore Sports School, with the 

semi-finals and final of the Cup held at Jalan Besar Stadium.  

This international tournament serves as an opportunity for younger referees to 

participate, develop and gain more match experience. There were three matches 

played per day and these referees were exposed to all the matches until the final on 

the 1st December 2017.  

In this year’s edition, PVF Vietnam U-15 Vietnam retained their title as champions 

after beating JDT 1-0 in the final. The PVF Vietnam U-15 team, made up of players 

chosen from across the country, has been training together for at least three years 

and represented Vietnam at various international tournaments. 
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Other Activities 
 

FAS Referees Get-Together Movie Event 2017 

 

In recognizing and appreciating the contributions and efforts of all referees, the 

referees attended the 2017 Referees Get-Together Annual Event. A movie event was 

held this year at the Golden Village @ Great World City. Unlike past years, the event 

this time was more relaxing and casual for the referees, receiving numerous support 

and participation from all the referees.  

Chairman of the FAS Referees Committee, Mr Lim Tong Hai and FAS Deputy General 

Secretary, Mr Yazeen Buhari were present along with other members to grace the 

occasion. The event also recognises junior referees who were coming up the ranks. 

Class 1 referee, Chan Kwok Wai, and class 3 referee, Kamaruzaman, were presented 

with the most improved performance in fitness and refereeing respectively.   
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Fitness Training Methods 

 

Training 1 (Match Day + 1) 

Recovery session: 

 30 minutes of low intensity jogging (approx. 70% HR max.) 

 15 minutes of static stretching exercises (holding stretching positions for 

20sec.) 

Or 

 30 minutes recovery session on the swimming pool (aqua jogging with 

combination of mobility exercises and static stretching) 

 

Training 2 (MD+2 or +3)  

 

HI aerobic endurance: 

 15 minutes: 

  Warming up: jogging and mobility exercises + dynamic stretching 

 HI exercise:  

o 2 sets of 10 laps. 

o 1 lap = 2 x 50m of HI run (20sec.) walk 10m+jog 10m (20 sec.) 

o Recovery between sets – 4 minutes. 

o Intensity – to 90% of your HR max 

 

 

 Core stability exercises 

 Cool down: 5 minutes jogging.  Static stretching. 
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Training 3 (MD-2 or -3)  

 Repeated Sprint Ability: 

 15 minutes: 

  Warming up: jogging and mobility exercises + dynamic stretching 

 RSA exercise:   

 For (MD-2) – 2 sets of 4 laps (8 sprints) 

- Pause between each sprint - 30 sec.  

- 4 minutes rest between sets  

 For (MD-3) – 3 sets of 3 laps (6 sprints) 

- Intensity – change you speed during sprints (85-95% of your max. 

speed) 

 

 

 Core stability exercises 

 Cool down: 5 minutes jogging. Static stretching. 
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Referees in Action  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

National Football 

League 

 

 

 

FA Cup Final 2017 

 

Women’s 

Challenge 

Cup Final 

2017 
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RHB Singapore Cup Final 2017 

Prepared by: 

Referees Department                                                

 

 

 

 
 

Basic Course 

Referees 

Assessment 

 

 

Yuhua Youth 

Football Fiesta 2017 

 


